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therefor as follows. 

21. (new) A skin incision device comprising: 

a casing having a slot formed at a bottom surface thereof, said bottom 
surface suitable for placement against the skin; 

a cover positioned over said casing, said cover being slidable in a direction 
transverse to a plane of said bottom surface of said casing; 

a blade pivotally positioned within said casing generally adjacent said 
slot, said blade having a pre-actuated position and a post-actuated position; 

an actuator means anchored to said casing, said actuator means being 
actuatable by slidable movement of said cover toward said bottom surface, said actuator means 
for converting transverse movement of said cover into horizontal movement of said actuator 
means, said actuator means engaging said blade at said pre-actuated position through said post- 
actuated position such that at least a portion of said blade extends outwardly of said slot during 
the movement between said pre-actuated position and said post-actuated position; and 

a carriage means anchored to said casing and pivotally attached to said 
blade, said carriage means for guiding movement of said blade from said pre-actuated position 


